
1 | P a g e  
 

 

ME Grand Superintendent Anthony P Henderson 

Address to St Andrews Chapter 803  

 

Companions. 

Firstly, thank you all for inviting us to join you this evening and it is wonderful to see you 
all. 
Personally, I am absolutely delighted and thrilled as this is my first official outing to a 
chapter meeting since March 2020 and the first for our Deputy Grand Superintendent and 
our Provincial Grand Scribe E. 
The year of 2020 has certainly marked its place in history. 
Companions, we have, via the Zoom application been able to keep in touch and maintain 
contact throughout the province without which, well god only knows, and I am sure you 
will all agree it has helped tremendously to keep our bond of brotherhood strong. 
But now we are looking forward to getting back together in our chapters and lodges and 
put the past year into history. 
 
Companions, you can be assured that your executives have not been idle during the last 
14 months and it has, I must say, been an extremely busy period for both. 
 
As you know, over the last five years, we have been reinforcing the message throughout 
the province of the indissoluble link between the Craft and the Holy Royal Arch and 
encouraging Master Masons to complete their journey in pure antient freemasonry and by 
the end of 2019 and early 2020 we were seeing many young master masons being exalted 
into our chapters. 
I am confident that when we get back to regular meetings that this will continue, but it is 
down to us all to play our part. 
We know that enjoying what we do is paramount and making our meetings enjoyable is 
vital and this was becoming more evident prior to the lockdown. 
We were seeing many chapters splitting up the work so many of the companions could 
take part, the reading of setting the scene, which I enjoy very much, adding to the 
candidates experience and also some introducing added drama which enhances the 
ceremony further. These simple changes are making a real difference. 
We have also produced a new leaflet to provide brethren with an informative and 
tempting insight explaining why they should complete that journey. This will be 
accompanied by a new poster displaying the indissoluble link with the craft and the 
collective family of freemasonry that meets in our province so that everyone can be better 
informed and choose their path to get the most enjoyment from their membership. 
You will be aware that I have appointed E. Comp Barrie House as the Royal Arch 
Communications officer and he will be your link to update and publish your information 
and news on our wonderful and very popular website and also, he will be providing our 
Royal arch reps with regular updates so they can deliver meaningful and informative 
reports to their lodges. The Third Provincial Grand Principal and Scribe E have been 
working hard to organise our R.A. Reps and get a robust structure in place to further 
strengthen the links with our lodges. 
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Companions we are coming out of one of the darkest periods we have ever experienced 
and signs are encouraging that the vaccines will provide the protection to enable us to 
meet and get back to our beloved freemasonry which we all enjoy so much. 
The shoots of a new age are beginning to show through and as you will have seen on 
national tv and in the press a greater number of young men are waiting to join 
freemasonry. A survey conducted a few years ago showed that 1 in 10 men under 45 were 
interested in joining freemasonry but during the pandemic we have enjoyed a noticeable 
increase in positive press, and the statistics now show that 1 in 4 are now interested. 
This has been achieved by the tremendous hard work and efforts of our Grand Secretary/ 
Scribe E, Dr David Staples and the communications team at UGLE and I can inform you 
that plans to have a national marketing campaign are in the pipeline and I am very excited 
about this. 
Also, as you know our annual convocation planned last March was postponed and I am 
delighted to advise you that this will now be held on the morning of the 19th October at 
the corn exchange Bedford, followed by the annual PGL meeting with a festive board in 
the early evening, of course, all dependant on the rules in place at that time. Plans are 
well under way and more information will be provided soon. 
Companions, I sincerely thank you all for your commitment, loyalty and efforts not only in 
supporting your companions, chapters and lodges, but also your enthusiastic support of 
our wonderful province. 
As I said, we must all play our part, by supporting our chapters, contributing and 
participating in any way, no matter how small, and above all demonstrating and 
promoting enjoyment of our wonderful order.  
 
Companions, we are about to enter into one of the most exciting periods of our masonic 
lives and we will embrace the opportunities with a renewed determination, enthusiasm 
and resolve to take us beyond where we were and launch us into a new era. 
 
Thank you for allowing me be you companion. 
 
Until we meet again, may the TALGMH bless you and keep you and your loved ones safe. 
 
 


